To what shall I compare this generation?
FRIDAY DICEMBER 11 (Mt 11,16-19)

The Letter to the Hebrews shows a people of God who is always without any faith in their Redeemer and Savior. The fruits of this non-faith come to the point of tiring the Lord, who is always of infinite patience: “Therefore, holy “brothers,” sharing in a heavenly calling, reflect on Jesus, the apostle and high priest of our confession, who was faithful to the one who appointed him, just as Moses was “faithful in [all] his house.” But he is worthy of more “glory” than Moses, as the founder of a house has more “honor” than the house itself. Every house is founded by someone, but the founder of all is God. Moses was “faithful in all his house” as a “servant” to testify to what would be spoken, but Christ was faithful as a son placed over his house. We are his house, if [only] we hold fast to our confidence and pride in our hope. Israel’s Infidelity a Warning. Therefore, as the holy Spirit says: “Oh, that today you would hear his voice, ‘Harden not your hearts as at the rebellion in the day of testing in the desert, where your ancestors tested and tried me and saw my works for forty years. Because of this I was provoked with that generation and I said, “They have always been of erring heart, and they do not know my ways.” As I swore in my wrath, “They shall not enter into my rest.
Take care, brothers, that none of you may have an evil and unfaithful heart, so as to forsake the living God. Encourage yourselves daily while it is still “today,” so that none of you may grow hardened by the deceit of sin. We have become partners of Christ if only we hold the beginning of the reality firm until the end, for it is said: “Oh, that today you would hear his voice: ‘Harden not your hearts as at the rebellion.’” Who were those who rebelled when they heard? Was it not all those who came out of Egypt under Moses? With whom was he “provoked for forty years”? Was it not those who had sinned, whose corpses fell in the desert? And to whom did he “swear that they should not enter into his rest,” if not to those who were disobedient? And we see that they could not enter for lack of faith.” (Hb 3,1-19). Today the Lord speaks to his people. He speaks through John the Baptist and the people say of him that he is possessed by a demon. It should not be listened to. He speaks through Christ Jesus and says he is one who eats and drinks. He is not to be listened to either. There is always an excuse for not listening to the Lord speaking. But they are excuses created by the bad heart. They are not excuses that have their basis in the life of John and Christ the Lord. 

Jesus said to the crowds: “To what shall I compare this generation? It is like children who sit in marketplaces and call to one another, ‘We played the flute for you, but you did not dance, we sang a dirge but you did not mourn.’ For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they said, ‘He is possessed by a demon.’ The Son of Man came eating and drinking and they said, ‘Look, he is a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners.’ But wisdom is vindicated by her works.”
Whoever preaches conversion and obedience to the Law of the Lord can never be said to be possessed. The devil hates conversion and obedience to God. Whoever does the works of God can never be declared a man not of God. Only he who is of God does the works of God. This is why Jesus says: “But wisdom is vindicated by her works”. Whoever does the works of God is from God. He can never be from himself or from the devil. Since both John and Jesus do the works of God, they are from God. Whoever does not believe is responsible for his non-faith. However, non-faith is always the fruit of evil and the wickedness of the heart. It is the sin of the soul and the vice of the body that close the doors that open up to faith. Whoever wants to believe in purity of truth and doctrine must pay every attention to free himself from any disobedience to the Law of his God. Non-faith is the fruit of non-obedience.
Mother of Redemption, Angels and Saints, make that we get rid of from every sin and vice.
